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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent an illicit copy by 
burying an electronic waternnark to enlarge the cost for 
illicit copy in the data and adding randomness to the data. 

SOLUTION: When a sound/image signal is copied 
(recorded), beforehand this device is integrated in a 
sound/image signal reproducing/recording device, and the 
reproduced sound/image signal is supplied to an input 
terminal 103, and a noise of an extent that a viewer 
can't recognize deterioration in sound quality and 
picture quality is buried in the sound/image signal, and 
is outputted from this output terminal 104, and this 
signal is copied (recorded). A TV set and a video 
recorder, etc., are connected to this output terminal 
104, and when the viewer views this output as it Is, the 
viewer doesn't feel inconvenience. However, when 
someone tries to copy this output illicitly, since the 
noise is superimposed further on the sound/image signal, 
the second quality and picture quality are deteriorated 
further, and the viewer becomes to feel the 
inconvenience, and an advantage performing the illicit 
copy is eliminated. 
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